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Legal Problems of Loan Agreements on “Newspapers for Raising a Laugh”

YORIMATSU Tamao*

Abstract
Baitei Kinga (1823-1893) was a Japanese writer of critical essays and melodramatic novels. His most
famous work is a satirical novel titled “Seven Weirdos” (1857). After the Meiji Restoration, he published
his critical essays titled “Newspapers for Raising a Laugh” in 1875. On the essays he described parties to
loan agreements at that time ironically. He emphasized trusting relationships between creditors and
debtors instead of real estate mortgages. This study tries to analyze legal aspects on the essays and

clarify the legal consciousness of ordinary people at the time.
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