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Legal Study on a Domestic Novel Written by Watanabe Katei

YORIMATSU Tamao™

Abstract

In 1898 Japanese Civil Code was enacted. Thereafter some novelists addressed civil law problems in

their works. Watanabe Katei (1865-1926) was one of the most popular novelists at that time. He was also

interested in legal problems. His most famous novel is titled “Uzumaki (Whorl)” (1913-1914). This novel

has the theme of the succession to the family headship under Japanese Civil Code. This study tries to

analyse legal aspects on this novel and clarify the legal consciousness of ordinary people at the time.
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