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The Emperor’s Speech
—Saikaido Fudoki—

HASEGAWA Toyoki*

Abstract

This paper argues that the narratives of the emperor’s speech are described differently in the Saikaido
Fudoki, which are the Bungo no Kuni Fudoki and the Hizen no Kuni Fudoki, and both Fudokis deal with
regions based on different logic by comparing these two Fudokis. A large number of previous studies
have examined Saikaido Fudoki from two main perspectives: an examination of the intertextuality and
context with Nihon Shoki, and an analysis of the logic of the writing of the Sakiaido Fudoki.

While these studies have revealed that Saikaido Fudoki was described based on classical Chinese and
Sino-Japanese vocabulary, and those were compiled altogether by the Dazaifu, there is still room for
further research on the difference between the description of both Fudokis. Fudoki is a gazetteer, or in
other words, a report about regions described in classical Chinese and Sino-Japanese. Thus, the
description of Fudoki could be seen as an act of reinterpretation of the non-central regions based on
centralized logic called Ritsuryo codes. The descriptions of the emperor’s western expedition can be seen
as a process of making regions involved in the Ritsuryo system, and it clearly appears when the emperor
names places. Accordingly, it should be understood that the emperor described in the Saikaido Fudoki
reflects the argumentation mentioned above.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the narratives of the emperor’s speech as a starting point to
clarify the logic of describing regions in classical Chinese and Sino-Japanese based on the
aforementioned argumentation. First, this paper deals with the narratives of the emperor’s speech in the
Bungo no Kuni Fudoki. It points out that the frequently used exclamatory expressions is the specific
feature of the Fudoki, which provide the interpretations of regions. Second, this paper focuses on the
conversational narratives in the Hizen no Kuni Fudoki, points out the characteristics of the Fudoki,
which contains a number of imperative expressions, and closely examines how those expressions
characterize the regions. By examining these aspects, this study attempts to consider the differences of
understandings of regions written in Saikaido Fudoki. It then shows these are also different from the

ones described in Nihon Shoki.!
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