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What is the Motif of the Music of Folk Performing Arts?

—From the Case of 7Teketetton in the Kagura Musical Accompaniment—
KAWASAKI Mizuho*

Abstract
The author’s research project, “Theme and Variations,” in the Music of Folk Performing Arts:
Diachronic and Synchronic Studies on Hayashi’s Motifs, Grant-in-Aid for JSPS Fellows (JP18J00237), is
a study of various “motifs” found in the music of “folk performing arts” handed down in each region of
Japan. Although many studies of folk performing arts have been undertaken, there is no systematic study
of the motifs (melodic or rhythmic patterns) of the musical accompaniment (hayashz). This paper defines
“motifs” in the music of folk performing arts, and examines methods for studying motifs, using a short

rhythmic motif called 7eketetton as an example.
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