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Abstract
John Milton’s first published poem, On Shakespeare, anonymously appeared under the title, An

Epitaph on the Admirable Dramatic Poet W. Shakespear, in the second folio of plays by Shakespeare

(1632). Thanks to his father’s strong connection to the publishers of the second folio, young Milton, as a

talented but unknown poet, had the honour of his contribution. It is evident that On Shakespeare imitates

an epitaph by Shakespeare, An Epitaph on St Edward Standly. Ingraven on his Toombe in Tong Church.

This paper is a comparative study of On Shakespeare and the Shakespeare-written epitaph: especially
similar expressions of both works, Star-ypointing pyramids and SKY ASPIRING PIRAMIDS.
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FTCRILTDH, BARERITELIC

ASK WHO LYES HEARE, BUT DO NOT
WEEP
HE IS NOT DEAD, HE DOOTH BVT
SLEEP
THIS STORY REGISTER, IS FOR HIS
BONES
HIS FAME IS MORE PERPETVALL THE
THEISE STONES
AND HIS OWNE GOODNES, Wt HIS
SELF BEING GON
SHALL LYVE WHEN EARTHLIE
MONAMENT IS NONE

(on the east end of the tomb)

NOT MONV[M]ENTALL STONE
PRESERVES OVR FAME
NOR SKY ASPYRING PIRAMIDS OVR
NAME
THE MEMORY OF HIM FOR WHOM THIS
STANDS
SHALL OVTYVE MARBL AND DEFACERS
HANDS
WHEN ALL TO TYMES CONSVMPTION
SHALL BE GEAVEN
STANDLY FOR WHOM THIS STANDS
SHALL STAND IN HEAVEN®

(on the west end of the tomb)
(memorial verses carved into the stone for
the Stanley family, Collegiate Church of St
Bartholomew, in the village of Tong, in
Shropshire)
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(on the west end of the tomb)
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“Not marble, nor the gilded monuments / Of

princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme; / But
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you shall shine more bright in these contents /
Than unswept stone besmear'd with sluttish
time”. D [EZEOKRKIEADOBE S, MM s, =
DHFRNFFE D B AEZERD Z LTy, BTz
O DFFRO 72 THHELS | FFDFRALUTH NI A
B L0 b o LR OSonnet 55. 1-4) DT
Thd, ADEFE=2A LY BESEZRITD
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4. On Shakespeare
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What needs my Shakespeare for his
honour'd Bones,

The labour of an age in piled Stones,

Or that his hallow'd reliques should be hid
Under a Star-ypointing Pyramid?

Dear son of memory, great heir of Fame,

What need'st thou such dull witness of thy
name?

Thou in our wonder and astonishment
Hast built thy self a lasting Monument;
For whilst to th' shame of slow-
endeavouring art,

Thy easie numbers flow, and that each part
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalu'd Book,
Those Delphick lines with deep impression
took,

Then thou our fancy of her self bereaving,
Dost make us Marble with too much
conceaving;

And so Sepulcher'd in such pomp dost lie,
That Kings for such a Tomb would wish to
die.(12)

On Shekespeare(1630)
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5. Star-ypointing Pyramid
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RN T7OTH ST, RGNy oA 7 oA
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KING: Her sight did ravish, but her grace in

speech,

Her words y-clad with wisdom’s majesty,
Makes me from wondering fall to weeping
joys, 15

(King Henry VI, Part 2. 1. i. 32-35)
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Now for the ground, which? Which, I mean,
I walked upon. It is ycleaped thy park.(?

(Love’s Labour’s Lost, 1. i. 232-3)
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But com thou Goddes fair and free,

In Heav'n ycleap'd Euphrosyne,

And by men, heart-easing Mirth,

Whom lovely Venus at a birth

With two sister Graces more

To Ivy-crowned Bacchus bore;19
(LAllegro.11-16)

(T2, KDDIE, BERLEDENREE |
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)20

But wisest Fate sayes no,

This must not yet be so,

The Babe lies yet in smiling Infancy,
That on the bitter cross

Must redeem our loss;

So both himself and us to glorifie:
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Yet first to those ychain'd in sleep,

The wakefull trump of doom must thunder
through the deep,@V

(On the Morning of Christ's Nativity, XVI
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