A Syntactic Study of Imperative Sentences

MITSUISHI Naoto ™

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to clarify from the viewpoint of school grammar, why a base form of verbs is used in
imperative sentences, and why an imperative subject, you, is omitted. Compared with present subjunctive mood, it
became clear that the form does not express present or past; therefore it expresses an action which has not yet been
started or completed and the speaker does not know whether the listener will do it or not. And the reason why an
imperative subject is omitted is that it is obvious that the subject is you. As a result of investigating imperative sentences
gathered from corpora on the web, it was shown that when a subject, you, appears in imperative sentences, it expresses

the speaker’s irritation, desirable request, and so on. In addition, it is used when the speaker distinguishes the listener

from the others.
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DEFENS DD X 91T il b FFFEH IR
SITVRWIZ S D b%?‘ AadshTLZE o,

Z DX DT A SUTIEF A A G 2 SO S &
FFoTWDIZH D b%ﬁ\ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁnOﬁa’@ft\%&i

FE A EZOREAREEITIIMNTE ST, FRERH
[ DOHFFE T i, %2&%5&%)) S U 7 & Fr & B
D, B THILE a2 5 = &8
FThs, EHIT, PDT‘IjC@%Z'K*%L IZDNWTHEL
L7 3CHRT b AERCSUERMIE 22 & OAFFETH 1 | %

BOCROBLEN BB LI bORMD R, £oT,

AFR T D L0 B AN E & FRSEDE D
o 52 L2l Ansd, el AREIL 2013 FIE
FOFENAE LG CE L, g, EELX L
-bDThD,

2. RizEnsA%ERY 312H

AEITIE, 1HiOER (a) TR LEFIEEIC
BLTEZEL WL, 2EMS OB E
AENDZDONEEZDHT-OIC, ETIXEOFE &
ZEDE D REWRARONE R TN,

(1a) Open the door.
(1b) *Opens the door.  [BL7E R
(1c) *Opened the door.  [3f 2= Bl ]

(M) BILELTERENDH, (1b) & (lc)
iﬁﬂ#?ﬁﬂ%i‘%a‘ - ROMEE R 2 K7 -ed 23 H)
H’Eréhfwh ToMEXE LTEREN WD
&wo_k%ﬁbfmémf%éﬁxﬁﬁ@ﬂiﬁ
EEWRLTWHDD ), (1b) & (Ic) X5z, &
ISRV R STV RN E WD Z L1, (la) OFF
LFEL, Thaiiisn/icMEFb., [REHT 5]
LWV EHERITON D DEDPR DB 20O T
TRWNTEA D Iy, T2 & 21X, He opens the door.® X 9
(2, BUTEREH 2 £ 9-s MW7 B Th v, B
OEEHRATEO—RAEHR 2R L TRV (8
TEMREBRIZATON D Z LN EE S LD, He opened
the door. TH IV, I EE KT -ed BV EHFTH
L=, ERIGEEICBWUIThz8fEx2 £,
L2l 2B D X D TRl CTlI 72 R EHE)
FNEFEBRICATON D Z L bR LTV RITHIE B E

WZBW T TN E W) Z EbR LTV, L
Do T RGN RROBESCIREEZ R T L5 9
TENTED, TIE FBERIZZO TRKR) Lo E
HRIZFIEEIRIC S EN TN D D25 9,

ZOEMIZMA X T TEXL TV THLARRTE
RO T O LT 52 & THL/AIZL T
< BN AEN G & L Cff & 7= SCidBhEhE
DEH SN SRRV TME L L2 WNWad HEE
N THEH INZBFETEZX TAH D, Fitd 4610
o Ol SRR ETN OB 3 R CRTE BN R
ThHDHZEEMRLTWEEE W, 2 LT
THREEBAETH D,

(2) If a man walk in the woods for love of them half of
each day, he is in danger of being regarded as a
loafer. (Threau, Life without Principle)

(3) Come quickly, ere he die. (COHA)

(4) The people may need to be instructed, lest they be
led astray. (COHA)

(5) OId Jesse demanded that he be given charge of the
boy. (Anderson, Winesburg, Ohio)

Q) LI ICE > TEPNDRMHI TH D, (3) L ere
ﬁ)fﬁﬂﬂ éz"bfk D Z AT before & [RFEDHEHLEI C
& 5, Before DA RTRIFIHI 28 Z LN TED
91z, ere b EFFORGIH 28 Z LR TX
5o (2) & Q) ITHEBEGFENEH SN TWD AN, if
Hib ere Hi b RIROIT A E R ICEIISFMEER L,
fwalk &S BITEDRMTOANIE] WO EHRTH
Lo AT HZ EbdDH L, TN Z bbb
DRFNTH D, Ere Hild Tdie &5 @ENRITH
NDENZ] EWVWIEWRTHY ., F72 die &9 EIE
I Thbh TRy, ZhidiEo X Y L RROITH %
KL TWDLZERNDLNDITTTHD, (4) D lest Fi
5 SIREEREE L2RWEHIZ) LD BT, FRofatk
P2 3 %%@F%@E&w5:ki 72,
Ibe led astray & W 9 AREEIZIT 2> TE LT, £ 95
AR AN AN ) _Jkltﬁctu\éolaibﬂ\_%t% )
E Q) ERERICRARMEZERLTVDEESE->TX
VN, (5) 1 that (2 XV E D 4 FEI T, demand
V) EEI O HAUFEIZ 72 > T D, Demand % 5 9
suggest (F££ 9 5), require (3R 7 25), order (fi 57
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%) IED X oI, NTK L TH 2EERREBA L
T LA EWT 2EhECHE < that SN TIXREE
BEMEREND Z ERH 5, BEE{ET Z &8 T
T HDIE, ZERIZEZOEBER RSN T RN NE T
bD, DD, (5) bRIROITHERTLEEFHZ
ERTE D,

b Z &0 | FREFENIIRAREN S T
BY ., MHI %ﬁbﬁ%ﬁi‘é\ihfb\éo RE 15
BIE LRI CFBECE X, M L IXERIC, &5
TEDRMT O TNRWIZD AT 9 KO I 72D
ThHhHZENBH, ZOFEXFVIELWT & HFEH
TE 5,

3. WEXDEE

AEITIE, 1THIZETZER (b) (T3 5 %M
ERERRT D Z L 2B D, mnSUCITEE, FREN
IREND T EIERW R AN FFEM NI TRIT

T DM, RO S & L i 5 & 355E
ARLTHREEIIE L H A TEKT HPH
X720, £z, EFEERTOSLOHFIET H M, M
BRICEBNMFEINDZ L TED L D e HE N
HHDOIEAS I, F LT, FENFHEENDEND
ZEIFMTORBRRAMIZIRD NS ZETHD
D FEONTFED & 2 LT H RO RN S 5
D, ZHUTIEAD LD EGE & MO RE & Bk
MBIE LCEBIT D2HENRSH DD, Z DL D ek
a2 O & DTN TN,

FT B LXOEBENRINRNVEBEZZLZ LT

W<, A CEBRN T, SUTIEEESAI RSN,
ZAULEFER 2T, BEERBBR L e | 30k
LCHRBINRLRDNETH D, EFENLVICHR
RBEINRNDOR LI, EFEOLRVMEIXNES L
TERBEINDDON, IZLDIT, MELOEFEILSS
DLWEEEZRFT L THR D, T2& 21X, Elczifz
(la) BN & > TEZTHD, (la) TMBLTH
L7, 5E LFOHOHNIW D ATk L TEH S
TWDHDEFALNTH D, Tk, (la) DFEFEIZ
7205 EIZyou THDH EEZ LD,

(1a") (You) open the door.

ZHIE 2 DDOMMEERRE S HIE LW & DNGER
b,

(6a) He seated himself.

(6b) Scat yourself ( /yourselves).

(6¢) *Seat myself / himself / herself / itself / ourselves
/ themselves.

(7a) He gave me a hand, didn’t he?

(7b) Give me a hand, will you?

(7¢) *Give me a hand, will I/ he / she / it / we / they?

(6a) 725 (6¢) 1M ANA4 G O s LD BT &
%o ZAVTEFE & HAEED[F— D AN DIRF Il
INDH., mAEXHTHEHIR D FEIRAAL X
yourself 7> yourselves 0 AT, £ AL D AR
FERO LN, T2, EEICHTZDEE
you ThoHEEZOLND, £72, (Ta) 22H (Tc) D
O RAPMEERISCN B BRI Z LENF 2 D, [ INEE
FISCDEFR S £ DEFTO LD EFE L F—D ALY
TRIFIUTR SN M XDOEFED you TH
D EEZZDEMGRV, LLE, FIR4E &g
MSCOHANZ LV B LD EEFEN you THDH LW
D ZEMFER SN D,

UED XSz, maXORBEMIEIZH D EEN
you TH D EWVIFERRICE 723, BAEIRTEIT,
DHEBICEFER < 1T ARE 3 AN EFICR VG
RNEWS ZETH D, THITEIZMTDOXRNHE
DHNZNVDHEFTHY £ 5 TRVWEIITmET
%f) ENTERNNPDLTHD, TRDL, MHXD

ERBlT 2 AMICHIRE N D72, FFEEL IR L 72 <
TH, @ LF, MEFOMEBOM TmmEZIT 2
?ﬁ‘Tﬁ#éﬂTb‘é@Tgbé L, o E
FEIIEM SN DD EBZ BN,

A SLOEFENEME SN D DI, FFED you ThH
HENSZENRHBETHLINLENIEHBTHD
ETH6E, EFFEEZIR L THILTIT R B 720
EWHZEThHD, LT (la) ICEFETHD
you % BH/R &4, You open the door. & L T4 [HEET
X2, DFED | B LOEEOBRMEILFE TIER
VEETHY ., ZOCHCERFEEWRTLI LD
FTAETH D, TIE. (la) @ ‘Open the door.” &
TEW®E, FOXOICRRDD

“You open the door.’
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W, EENSAN I DM T, EEN
b EWVD DTy, IR bND, KITIRE
TEBEMELLEYD ., Lo 50Tl
DENLRV AERTFHREHA THRLTND DK
MO, LT TFEEZ R T _NEIESRBEHNH 51
TThHDH, bBZONLEBIL, BIEESARBRE
TR CEFEE LT you AR L, GEICEMEZ{E L
TWONERARICTLHETH D, e 2T A7
A ARBER EL L DARNW D TRENE X B
DI LN ND AWK LT TEIFBEZ T 72 S0
EHAETHLE 2D X 91T, “Youopen the door.” &
HE2HNES 55, b U< I, BIfEE you T
HZEEBRT D EWD Z LT, T OBEMEEZ R
LTWLHELEBERALND, [REETRIWV] &5
DIVTND DI, RDTIRPR B IR o T2 T LT

(ERREERITHAIZEIOLSIIZE S L& “You
openthe door” L 5RX %9 ThD, T7obbL, mT
LERLIEENFTLOER A CEEEMHTHZ L
bHVHFELENIZLTHD, 2D LD RENEH
ELTEIT NN, ERICE S RDIEA D My, E
FED you NI RSNl Z KT Z LT %,

(8) Yussuf turned on her in a fury. ‘“You be quiet,
woman!’ he shouted. (BNC)

(9) ‘Don't you be using words like that in front of them
children,’ she instructed him fiercely. (BNC)

FFE. Q) & (9) OBIBOHFE R TV &
W, ELLLEFEOH LM B LT D, BhFBIE
FED are TIE72< . be Lo TNDHZ L b
THHZERDOND, TOEBNZyou2ZH Y, T
DT LDEFETH D, 5IMFFOIMAUNT & 2 H1D L
MH, ZNHDOMEINEVICE>THRELNTLZ
EMBB T2 %, (8) Tk, SIHFFDEHTIZ Yussuf
turned on her in a fury. & % ¥ | EBEIX == 2 713
RLTH IR ThoroTz] THD, Tunon b
fury bRV LWL ERTRETHY , 2 AT 0
> T o TH LT FED You be quiet, woman! T
b5, B, BEXEFR-TWA ! ] KBWVWOE
WiZ7ed, ZOREFOHIZH H woman &\ 5 FEDN
MTREL Y —=T A (2001) 1X, T HRRY &K

THOLILHLTND, Lo T, ZOMEILA
D72 D ERWEIE 2 B RE B TWD 2 & MGEH &
5, (9) Tik, SIHMFOERZIZEH HHOSLIT, she
instructed him fiercely. & & ¥ | instruct D N 1L 5] H
ok Thbd, £ LT, instructed Z EHfid 5
fiercely | & fierce D EIFAE Td> %, Fierce (X, COD®
\Z ‘violent in hostility, angrily combative’ & & % X
I BRYRHMELZLEH LI LI LWERIE &R
THTHDH, T72bb, ZOFHGOHRIZH DT
Xh, (8) LFEBICH IHEZRLTEY, 78
HLOMTEARTEZHDRNTH X 5720 &
%,

T ROBNULE S TEAH D Dy, RRRDDEIH L
2B, SURICHEE L TR TWEEE 720y,

(10) I was waiting in front of my house for the school
bus with my mom. “You be a good boy, A.J.,” my
mom told me. “I will.” “Don't get into any trouble,
A.J.,” my mom told me. “I won't.” “Remember to
raise your hand when you want to talk, A.J.,” my
mom told me. “Don't shoot straw wrappers at the
girls, A.J.,” my mom told me. (COCA)

10) IFRBlLEZDFELDORFETH D, DL
& DOHIZ8H 5 You be a good boy 1Z ITEW-IZ LT
W E W] VNI EBROMB L TH D, s LD
Fir e LT you RSNV TW DN, ZHUTFINLH D
LD RBNEEE R L TODTED D b, itk DSk
EHATHDE FALHO L ) R LWEE 2T D
LTS &9 RFELERATEINL TV, L
ML, BEOBEFHE R THD &, X TmH Xl
STV, MEflzEZs2nESichl, ELE
ThWEFERET L2 ENTUINWT EEAL [ZD
FIZAP>TA r—DRELIFTLER XA LD
FOT FEBITH L THRTOREFHEL BT
WOBEHTHD L DND, ZOX DR L2 ’REBN
EOEVI LI ZOTELREENSE D K
EKENTHEIRTFELTHDL Z LMD,
L7223> T, 54 Yoube a good boy (X [H A &
BWFIZLTWDD X Liny TBEWENL, B
WTHZ LTV EWnda) @ X 512, beagood boy %
ML TWDEFERD, MO EMITDE LD,
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[FERAD you) EWIHEKLUTEA DD, Z D you & [l
FROBEE A £ OB TR O BiBhEI O do T 2 13,
g (2005:881) 1. TRFH D do &AL D EFED
you & RIETH Z LIFFR I nE LTV D,

(11) * Do you come here. (ZZf% (2005:881))

ZHIEE OB R EZFOEN A0, TR
DrTHRDTHDHERbS,

(12) b, (8) 2°5 (10) E[AkE, FiEEBELS
M e L Th D,

(12) You be the leader in front and I'll be the leader
behind. (BNC)

ZHUTREHLTH, G TH R, XD you ThH
%, And D% Tyou & I BENZEH., BIFT L%
T = —%FT 5L THD, 2D LD
W2, (12) 1ZENENDOEEZ IR TNSH 720, you
H & Z 5878 L CE Y | Itis you who must be the leader
in front. > X 5 2R ERIZ/2 D, (13) & (14) D you
. KD you TH DM, please LHE LTS,

Please (I LB U LI HFER DM S 5>
ELIEIRIGEMG S, ZOEMEAIND &

WS SATERMT ERD,

(13) Please, all of you be seated. (BNC)
(14) Please you wait over there. (BNC)

ZDO XD 73T AH (1984:35) TlIIELTH D L
ERTWD, 2L, you A CICHI RSN D
ZET RV LD L) RBWEIEERT I ERH D
7o, & DOFEI please & you & DIV &5 %
THEWEAH, LarL, (13) & (14) 75, you
MBNDZLICE-o T BT LLEWLHD L) e#
DEWICRD LIFRLT, LA, TERMAICAR
LZ2EHHVELEVIHFITH D,

INETyou DB XOFEFEELTHEHIND
Bil A& R C& 7208 OB 3 ARD4 w4 5l %
FELLTHEALZMS X TH D,

(15) Everybody be quiet, please. (COCA)

(16) Joyce hold one end of the rope and Rene hold the
other. (Davies (1986:134))

(15) & (16) THEHASh-#HiFzHEET I LEEN
Ziube & hold TH VY, FER L THIIX, be i is
7> was, hold /& holds 2> held i272 %, & 9 72> T\
RNEW D T EE, RIEENE &I S5 215,
INHHERE, MEXTHDHEDND, Everybody
& Joyce & Rene I LELE 4L, '@Aimﬂiagkiﬁo
TWb, 2O LT, HXOEFHEIC 3 AFRDA
SNRAFANERESND Z &b H DD, ZHUTHEE
REETH Y EWROBLEN D RAVUL 2 AFREFE &
WiELTH IV, RERDL, B XORTEROR
B, 2E2ME FICET O T, B
WEIZKF L TEMB TE RV LTH D, LR -
T, (15 & (16) iTRZHZZE, SAEELES A
D00 LWRWA HHRO LTI 2 AREFRTH
% L5 2%, Bveryone X Joyce & Rene 7% 2 AFrd:

HTHoTIAMREETRVOIE, 215 %2 AT
£ F 0D he R she ICF WX 5 Z LN TERNT &
ML GNTHDH, £7-. everybody b Joyce &
Rene b 2 AMRFEFETH L2 HIX, FHEONTFEEE
Lo, (15 & (16) &, LLFD X 9T comma &
EHEIATTEVRZ L Z LN TE D, ok, il
D 3 AHRERE L RO FEDE T EMRZIT T,
BEIRIZED D T2,

(157") Everybody, be quiet, please.
(16") Joyce, hold one end of the rope and Rene, hold
the other.

4. BBbYIC

ABFFETIL, T LD AN E 2 FRSE DA
ODERLTE, EAEEEZZE L TN Z LT,
M m eV LA L VIESEHMTEI LU T
W5, ZOFREAREEIIME XOREZ KL TEY .,
MBEXDOEW®REE 2D L TCHEARFRTH D, A
TN L > TR HXLDOBREFIT D720 LHEMN
T =720, SRITINEIKIC, M XOEWGRN
WFFERLFE RV RICEF L TS 26 0 Th D,
AL EITEDOLDEY | Tamh] ZEWRL. AT
LU TEMEZRT L THDLIN, ZZ0bIRELIZH
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%ﬁEM&EﬁE¢é®#%H%LTw%kw
?(ﬁ \—\\—-\—-SET \—na LT%?‘\_\_C‘:% %
WL, AREORRET 5,

<A X OEFNRIEMEH STV D DI, KR
MEREEINTNDINLTH D,
LD TFENREI SN DO, REHEICH D
FEEN you THDHEWI ZENFELFLHEEF
DOEITEHTHLI NSO T, FiEEHRLIZE LT
HIETIT AR B 7R,

RO you HIREE D L, TR h ), TGERA]L.
(Xt &S, Wb OX O RADEKT
7RWGEITIE, please & DR L FRIND,
FE0% you Tlid7e <, 3 AFRDAFILRLFITH
HZELHINB FEHINTODLEN 3 AHEWN
T, BRROREIZ2 A\MTHD, Lo T,
ZHUE, BRROBLED G S 21X, FFONT RE & TA)
CTHhod,

SEX
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