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Ashizu Jitsuzen’s Views on Japanese Constitution

YORIMATSU Tamao*

Abstract
In 1889, the Constitution of the Empire of Japan was promulgated. This Constitution ostensibly

stipulated freedom of religion as a right. It must be welcome for the majority of Buddhist priests. Because

they suffered a great damage during a movement to abolish Buddhism. At that time Ashizu Jitsuzen

(1850-1921) criticized the Constitution from Buddhist priest’s viewpoint on his book. Meanwhile he

supported the imperial sovereignty theory, he limited interest in freedom of religion or expression. This

study tries to his legal consciousness.
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